Electronics Aboard

COMPUTER PROGRAMS
FOR FISHERMEN

Eve'tysouftenlrun

4Cross Ccompurer
software thet 15 genu-
inely interesting to the
angler and boat owner.
Some of von may re-
member the column [
did on Carl Andren’s
“The Lotan Program”
(January 1987 issue}—
at that time one of the
first of & new class of
anghing software, Then
there was "TideMas-
ter," a very detailed ti-
dal prediction program
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still run it from a single
5.25-inch 360 KB
| foppy. If you cey ic,

: and like it encugh to
use regularly, you
should send ten bucks
to its aurher, Dick Ol-
sen. This also gets you
the latesr version at no
additionai charge,
which is ngw up to 4.x,
I believe. The 18-page
manual comes on the
disk and your printer
makes 2 hard copy. By
all means take the few
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{:39 per state, 1900
Murray Avenue, Pites-
burgh, PA 15217),
which I covered in the Pebruary
1988 issue. Both of these have
proven useful and practical, So as
time went by and computers con-
tinzed to play a role of increasing
impartance in neacly every aspece of
life, 1r seemed ineviezble char we
would see more and more of thess
outdoor-otiented programs,

Mos: fishing software, like the
two mentioned above, is commer-

cizlly written and sold for prices -

that zun from around $30 and up,
But many of you may not be aware
of anather class of computer pro-
grams czlled Shareware. These ate
usually written by individuzis who
da so 88 much for their own sarisfac-
tion (or personal need) as for Anan-
cial gain, One of the programs ['m
going to discuss this month comes
from that source, It's called
FISHBASE.

Yon can buy Shareware from one
of several companies that specialize
in such stuff for just $2 to $4 per
disk, If you like the progeam and

The Stovm Gemad faatiore of the STORM softuare prograw will compare
Shorm Pricks om sk soreen based ot reveral diffovent paramesers,

plan to uvse it regularly, you are
asked to make a small contribucion,
rypicelly $5 to $25, to the author,
It's all on the honor sysrem. All the
Shareware I've run across to date is
wtitten for 1BM and compatible
systems, but there are probably
some programs out there for the
Macineosh and Apple, roo. All of
the software covered here is for IBM
and comparibles, although orher
versions might also be available,

FISHBASE Stores Info

This new Shareware program (disk
no, 2113) comes from an outfit
called The Software Labs (3767
Overland Ave,. #112, Los Ange-
les, CA 90034; Tel. (800) 359-
9998). They'll send you a big
cacalog for the asking.

FISHBASE version 2.1 comes on
one disk ($3.49), either 5.25~inch
360 KB or 3.5-inch 720 KB (add
$1 per 3.5). It requires just 242 KB
of disk space for the programs, so
you <an still add lots of files and

minutes needed ta
print it out; you'll deh-
nitely need ir while you
are gerring acquainted
with the program.

The program is an easy-to-use,
menu-driven. darabase that allows
you to quickly sort by any of the
various parameress you record, such
25 aif temperature, hure color, lore
type, water temperature; date, lo-
cation, etc. It also allows you to
edit the various entries,

When you run che program and
selece the new entry option, you'll
see a box on your screen with the
data parameters o be entered, Since
the original program is written for
the fresh warer angler, ic provides a
space for some data we salt warer
guys probably wouldn’c record. |
correcred for this by recording ride
phase, cime of catch, and wind
speed and direction in place of pH,
humidity and barometric data, re-
spectively. Where the sceeen asks
for water pH, I simply represent
the tidal stage by positive and nega-
tive numbers: +3 for che rthird
hour of the rising ride, -5 for the
fifth hour of the fall, etc. Where it
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asks for humidity, I input the time
of day the fish was caughe on a 24
hour clack. For example, 9:30 am
becomes 0930, and 2:45 pm be-
comes 1445, And where 1t asks for
barometric pressure, I input the
wind direction and speed (e.z. 045
15 for northeast 15 mph).

You're asked to name the data
file you wish to create. For most of
us, the best ber would probably be
by species: bluefish, maclin, tar-
pon, szilfish, ere. Thar way you can
sort for the various parameters that
affect each species separately—with
the ides of determining the param-
cters that most affeceed your suc-
cess. Perhaps, for example, by
comparing wind direction and lure
color you mighe seea correlation,

Under the menu heading "Other
Goodies,” there's one selection thar
I feel makes the entire program
worthwhile all by itself. It's moon-
phase dara, and ir allows you to
pick the full or new moon dates a5
far back or forward in time as you
waant, For example, for June 1991,

(3]

the full meoon will be around the
28cth and the new on the Gch.
Checking che version I'm using as 1
write rhis against the 1990 calen-
dar, I found it to be accurate within
two days. This is a big help in plan-
ning future trips and tournaments!

The Loran Program

First introduced about four years
ago, Carl Andren’s innovative pro-
gram has since undergone several
major revisions and is now in ver-
sion 3.0. Those of you who used the
original version probably remember
that you had to also have BASIC on
the disk to meke it run. The new
vemion is totally self-contained and
comes as two programs; LORAN-
.EXE for computers that do not
have a math co-processor chip, and
LORANM .EXE for those that do.

inch 720 KB disk used by maay
portable and laptop computers, The
3- by 7-inch printed manual thac
comes with the disks is just 42
pages long and an easy read.

Some of the big changes since che
eitlicr versions include a crip plan-
ner, an on-screen map {(color or
mono graphics capability needed)
that handles up ro 7000 positions
pet file, and & search feature by po-
sition or key word,

You can convere TDs from one
chain to another, or from old loran
A locations to loran C. And of
course you can print all of that in-
formation on paper. If your com-
puter has graphics capebiliry, yon
c4n even print your own maps.

The Loran Progeam sells for $60
from the Andren Software Co.,
P.O. Box 33117, Indialantic, FL

5 4he Lomn Program comes on ¥£23003-0117. Telephone (evenings

a—560-4B—525-inch disks and
requires 640 KB, plus the space re-
quired by the files you create to
store your own loran daea. Thar
means it will ensily At on the 3.5-

only) (407) 725-4113.



